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But if the Man who makeslufe of this Contrivance
happens to be of a more than commonly flecpy Difpo-
fition, in fuch CafcanotherThread is tied to that Part of
the Line CC which is ncxt the Pulley, and its other
End is twilted round the Thumb or Writt of the fleepy
Perfon, whereby, when the Candle burns the Line,
and thc Wecight falls, he receives fuch a fudden Pull
as can hardiy fail to wake him, as the Drawing will
eafily explain.

If the Linc for a few Inches on cach Side the
Candle be Wire with a thort Thread only juft in the
Middle where the Caudle is placed, there can be
no Danger of doing Mifchicf by the Fire’s running
along the Line.

And thus may the pooreft Mechanic provide him-
felf with an ufeful Servant at a very fmall Expence.

Dec. 10.1745.

XV. An Account of fome human Bones in-
crufted with Stone, now in the Villa Ludo-
viia o Rome : communicated to the Royal
Society 4y zbe Prefident, with a Drawing

of the fame.

Read Dec. 12.(N OMETHING like the Body of a petri-
1745 fied Man being mentioned by feveral
Authors, as preferved in the Villa Ludovifia at Rome,
and the fame having been :ately referted to in
a Difcourfe read before this Socsezy s 1 thought,
that a Drawing of that Curiofity, which I procured
at Rome fome Years fince, might, poflibly deferve

the
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the Notice of the Gentlemen here prefent:
efpecially, as it will appcar thereby, that the feveral
Accounts hitherto given of it are not very accurate,
or, at the beft, convey but a very imperfe&t Idca of
the Truth.

The following Paffage occurs in the Journal-Book
of the Society, for the 17th Day of April 1689:
« Mr. Henfbaw related, that he had feen, in the P7//z
« Ludovifia at Rome, the Body of a Man incrafted
« with a fort of a white Marble or Alabafter Cafe,
« fuppofed to have been a Man frozen in the Alps,
« and after, in long Proce(s of Time, this Incrufta-
« tion to have grown upon him ; and that onc of
« his Arms was broken off, purpofely to thew, that
¢« jt was no Impofition.”

Mr. Richard Laffels, in his Travelsto Italy, printed
at Paris 1670. pag. 180, tells us, that in the leffer
Cafina, belonging to the Ludovifian Villa, he faw,
“ in a great fquare Box lined with Velvet, the Body
« of a petrified Man, that is, a Man turned into
«« Stonc; one Piece of the Leg (broken off to aflurc
¢ an Embaflador doubting of the Verity of the Thing)
« fhewed plainly both the Bone and the Stone crufted
«« overit. The Head and the other Parts lic jumbled
¢« up together in the Box.”

Father Athanafius Kircher {ays, in his Mundus Sub-
terraneus, |.viil. chap. 2. Spectatur et hic Rome in
 horti Ludovifiani palatio, corpushumanum totum
““ in faxum converfum, offibus adhuc integris, at la-
“ pideo cortice obduitis.” And in the following
Page he gives an imperfcét Sketch of the fame thing,
under the Title of « Sceleton humani corporis in
“ [axum converfum, ex palatio Pinciano principis
¢« Ludovifii.” This Sketch, however imperfed, gives

a
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a truer Idea than either his or Mr. Laffels’s Words
feem to convey, as there is indeed nothing like the
Body of a Man, but only a Ciufter of disjointed Bones
cemented together by the fame Matter that incrufts
them over. Mr. Mjffon in his Travels has more.
truly defcribed them, when he fays, that ¢ in the fame
“ Room they fhew a {mall Heap of Bones, {aid to
“ be the Sceleton of a petrified Man; which is a
« Miftake, for the Bones themfclves are not petrified,
¢« but there has gather’d about them a fort of candied
« Cruft, or ftony Incruftation, which has made them
« pafs for being of real Stone.” Mr. #right alfo,
in his late Obfervations made in travelling through
Italy, &c. has taken notice, that in the »2//z Ludo-
vifia ¢ they thew’d fome Boncs of a human Body all
« crufted over with a petrified Subftance.”

When I was at Rome in the Year 1734, I myfelf
faw this Curiofity, which is ftill preferved in the fame
Cafina of the Ludovifian Gardens; and in the very
fquare Box lined with Velvet, that is mentioned by
Mr. Laffels, and reprefented by Father Kircher:
and as I had before heard it much fpoken of, and
had conceived an Idea of it very different from the
Truth, I was willing both to prefceve a true Notion
of it myfelf, and to be able to give fuch a one to
others. I therefore employed an ingenious young
Painter to make as exact a Drawing of it as he could ;
and I afterwards very carefully compared his Draw-
ing with the Original, which is the fame I have here to
produce, hoping that the Sight of it will not be un-
acceptable to the Company. The ftony Subftance that
joins the Bones together is of a whitith Colour, and the
{ame asthat which incrufts the Bones them(elves : fmall

FraGtures



[ 560 ]

Fra&tures in f{everal Places difcover the natural Bones;
and the Size of the whole Mafs may be judged of,
by confidering the Scull, which is of the common
Dimenfions, as a Scalc to the other Parts. JSee

Tas. I

FINIS.

To the Book-binder.

The Crounean Lefures on Mufcular Motion, for the
Years 1744 and 1745. are to follow this Page, and ftand
before the Jndex.

THE Crounian LECTURES.
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